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INDEXES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION FOR THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
EXCLUDING THE UNITED STATES 


WESTERN HEMISPHERE BRANCH ]/ 
FOREIGN REGIONAL ANALYSIS DIVISION 
ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 


INTRODUCTORY NOTES 


THE INDEXES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION FOR THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE WERE PRE= 
PARED THIS YEAR BY AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING FOR THE FIRST TIME. OTHER MAJOR 
CHANGES IN THIS SERIES INCLUDE: THE ADDITION OF CANADA WITH THE TITLE BROADENED 
ACCORDINGLY FROM LATIN AMERICA TO THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE; AND A SUMMARY OF QUAN= 
TITY OF PRODUCTION FOR PRINCIPAL AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IN LATIN AMERICA. ALSO, 
SEVERAL EARLIER YEARS HAVE BEEN DROPPED AND 1967 ADDED. THE INDIVIDUAL CROP AND 
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS AGGREGATES ARE NOT PUBLISHED THIS YEAR, HOWEVER, THEY CAN 
EASILY BE COMPUTED BY MULTIPLYING THE BASE=PERIOD PRICE BY QUANTITY. 


THE BASE PERIOD USED FOR ALL INDEXES CONTINUES TO BE 1957-59. FARM COMMODITY 
PRICES IN LOCAL CURRENCY UNITS WERE AVERAGED AND CONVERTED TO U.S. DOLLAR EQUIV= 
ALENTS PER METRIC TON FOR DIRECT USE AS BASE=PERIOD PRICE WEIGHTS. THE AVERAGE 
BASE=PERIOD PRICES WERE MULTIPLIED BY QUANTITY OF PRODUCTION FOR EACH COMMODITY 
AND AGGREGATED INTO A TOTAL ANNUAL VALUE OF PRODUCTION, EXPRESSED IN U.S. DOLLARS, 
AND USED IN CONSTRUCTING INDEXES OF TOTAL PRODUCTION. POPULATION RELATIVES USED 
TO CONSTRUCT INDEXES OF PER CAPITA PRODUCTION WERE BASED ON MIDYEAR POPULATION 
ESTIMATES PROVIDED BY THE U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT EXCEPT IN THE 
CASES OF CUBA AND CANADA WHERE OTHER ESTIMATES WERE USED. THE MIDYEAR 1958 POPU= 
LATION WAS USED FOR THE BASE PERIOD. 


ALL TIME REFERENCES ARE TO THE CALENDAR YEAR. CALENDAR YEAR DATA COMBINE 
OUTPUT OF LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS WITH CROPS HARVESTED ENTIRELY OR PRINCIPALLY IN THE 
YEAR SHOWN. FOR COUNTRIES WHERE THERE IS MORE THAN ONE HARVEST FOR A CROP, SUCH 
HARVESTS WERE AGGREGATED ON THIS BASIS. 


TOTAL VALUE OF OUTPUT FOR LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS INCLUDES ADDITIONS FOR EXPORTS 
AND REDUCTIONS FOR IMPORTS OF SLAUGHTER CATTLE. THE NET VALUES OF FOOD AND AGRI- 
CULTURAL PRODUCTION ALSO INCLUDE DEDUCTIONS FOR THE ESTIMATED VALUE OF CROPS FED 
TO LIVESTOCK. THESE FEED DEDUCTIONS WERE ESTABLISHED AS A FIXED PERCENTAGE OF 
THE VALUE OF LIVESTOCK OUTPUT FOR EACH COUNTRY ACCORDING TO RELATIONSHIPS EXISTING 
DURING THE BASE PERIOD, COUNTRY ADJUSTMENTS WERE MADE WHEN SUCH VALUES OF TRADE 
OR CROPS FED WERE CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT IN THE TOTAL AGRICULTURAL PICTURE OF THE 
COUNTRY. 


PRODUCTION STATISTICS ARE THOSE AGREED UPON AND USED AS OFFICIAL USDA ESTI- 
MATES BY THE FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE WHEN AVAILABLE. OTHER ESTIMATES ARE BY 
THE ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE BASED ON OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL REPORTS AND ESTI- 
MATES BY GOVERNMENTS, COMMODITY GROUPS, U.S. AGRICULTURAL ATTACHES, AND FOREIGN 
MARKETING SPECIALISTS. 


PRODUCTION IS EXPRESSED IN METRIC TONS (2.204.6 POUNDS) AND VALUE IN U.S. 


DOLLARS. MILK PRODUCTION IN MOST INSTANCES INCLUDES GOAT'S MILK; MUTTON INCLUDES 
GOAT MEAT; AND MEAT IS ON A CARCASS WEIGHT BASIS FOR ALL COUNTRIES. 


a/ STATISTICAL COMPILATIONS BY RENA E. PERLEY. 
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